Application No.: 10/524,966 
Amendment Dated: June 15, 2007 
Reply to Office Action of March 15. 2007 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of 
claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An Installation for processing flat objects (10) 
conveyed consecutively and paralle l toj n a conveying direction, said installation 
comprisos comprisinq: 

a supp l y moans, a remova l moans, and a process i ng drum (1), said process i ng 
drum being dr i ven in rotat i on around an e ss e nt i a ll y horizonta l ax i s (T), whoro i n the 
process i ng drum (1) is arranged botwoon tho supply moans and the r e mova l moans 
such that th e obj e cts arc supp l ied by the supply means to an entry point (A) at a 
p e r i ph e ry of the processing drum (1 ) and ar e r e mov e d from tho per i phery of th e 
processing drum at an oxit po i nt (B) by tho removal moans, wher e in th e processing 
drum (1) compr i ses regu l ar l y alternat i ng support e l ements (2) and tool el ements (3) 
that extend axial l y and whoso rad i al pos i t i on i s adjustab l e, and whoroin the 
process i ng drum further comprises a pressing b el t ( 4 ) running on tho periphery of 
tho processing drum (1) between th e entry po i nt (A) and tho ox i t po i nt (B), and 
where i n th e pressing belt ( 4 ) is arrang e d by at l oast one of a l ast deflect i on ro l lor (5), 
disposed before tho entry point, or a f i rst def l ect i on ro ll er (50), d i sposed after th e 
exit point, to form one of at l oast a l ast part of the supp l y moans or at loast a first 
part of tho remova l means, upon wh i ch part tho objects (10) are conveyed to the 
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drum periphery or away from tho drum poriphory, roGpoctivoly, whoroin sa i d 
deflect i on ro ll ers (5, 60) have a poo i tion that is i ndependent of the radia l pos i t i on of 
th e support and too l elements and wherein further conveyor parts are arranged to 
adjo i n said def l ect i on rollers i n a manner that i s i ndependent of tho rad i a l posit i on of 
tho support and tool elements. 

a processing drum (1) being driven in rotation around an essentiallv horizontal 
axis (T) and comprising, arranged at a drum periphery, regularly alternating support 
elements (2) and tool elements (3) that extend axiallv and whose radial position is 
adjustable. 

a supply means for conveying the objects to an entry point (A) at the drum 
periphery, 

a removal means for conveying the objects awav from an exit point (B) at the 
drum periphery, and 

a pressing belt (4) running from a first deflection roller (50) to the entry point, 
and on the periphery of the processing drum to the exit point and to a second 
deflection roller (5), 

wherein a pressing belt entry section between the first deflection roller and 
the entry point constitutes a last part of the supply means by the first deflection roller 
being arranged at a distance from the drum periphery and adjoining a further part of 
the supply means and by the pressing belt entry section being arranged to be 
capable to support and convey the objects to the entry point. 

2. (Currently Amended) The installation according to claim 1, wherein the 
entry point (A) is situated in a lower area of the processing drum, and the exit point 
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(B) is situated in an upper area of the processing drum (1), the pressing belt (4) 
forms the last part of the supply means, and thea first part of the removal means is a 
pivoting ramp (43). 

3. (Currently Amended) The installation according to claim 1 , wherein the 
entry point (A) is situated in a lower area of the processing drum, and the exit point 
(B) is situated in an upper area of the processing drum (1), the pressing belt (4) 
forms the last part of the supply means, and wherein, for transferring the processed 
objects to the removal means, the-downstream sides of the support elements (2) are 
designed to spread from the drum periphery at the exit point (B). 

4. (Currently Amended) The installation according to claim 1 , wherein the 
entry point (A) is situated in a lower area of the processing drum, and the exit point 
(B) is situated in an upper area of the periphery of the processing drum (1), the 
pressing belt (4) forms the last part of the supply means, a further belt (43) is 
arranged to run between the periphery of the processing drum (1 ) and the pressing 
belt (4) and to run on the periphery of the processing drum (1) between the entry 
point (A) and the exit point (B), and wherein the further belt (43) is arranged, by way 
of another first deflection roller (44), after the exit point to form thea first part of the 
removal means. 

5. (Cancelled) 
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6. (Currently Amended) The installation according to claim 4, wherein the 
further belt (43) consists of a plurality of pitched parallel closed loop strings. 

7. (Previously Presented) The installation according to claim 1, wherein the 
support elements (2) and the tool elements (3) are interconnected with a control 
means such that, by activating the control means, all support elements (2) and/or all 
tool elements (3) are simultaneously displaced radially. 

8. (Previously Presented) The installation according to claim 1 , wherein the 
support elements (2) have an axial extension and comprise a variable width at right 
angles to their axial extension. 

9. (Previously Presented) The installation according to claim 1 , wherein, for 
differing processes, the tool elements (3) are exchangeable. 

10. (Previously Presented) The Installation according to claim 1 , wherein the 
installation also includes further supply means (11, 12) to supply a web of an 
auxiliary material such that the auxiliary material and the objects move along the 
drum periphery together. 

11. (Previously Presented) The installation according to claim 10, wherein 
the tool elements (3) are equipped to at least partly separate the auxiliary material 
between the objects. 
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12. (Previously Presented) The installation according to claim 10, wherein 
the auxiliary material is a packing material (20) and the further supply means (1 1 , 
12) are designed such that the packing material (20) travels on both sides of the 
objects (10) on the processing drum (1). 

13. (Previously Presented) The installation according to claim 12, wherein 
the packing material (20) is a weldable packaging foil and that the tool elements (3) 
comprise welding means. 

14. (Previously Presented) The installation according to claim 13, wherein 
the tool elements (3) comprise welding wires extending in the direction of an axis of 
the processing drum (1), said welding wires protrude from the drum periphery 
defined by the support elements (2) and are essentially continuously heated and co- 
operate with a Teflon-coating on the pressing belt (4). 

15. (Currently Amended) Uso of tho T he installation according to claim 1^ 
wherein the installation is configured for packing printed products or small groups of 
printed products. 

16. (Cancelled) 

17. (Previously Presented) The installation according to claim 1 1 , wherein 
the auxiliary material is a packing material (20) and the further supply means (1 1 , 
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12) are designed such that the packing material (20) travels on both sides of the 
objects (10) on the processing drum (1). 

18. (Previously Presented) The installation according to claim 17, wherein 
the packing material (20) is a weldable packaging foil and that the tool elements (3) 
comprise welding means. 

19. (Previously Presented) The installation according to claim 18, wherein 
the tool elements (3) comprise welding wires extending in the direction of an axis of 
the processing drum (1), said welding wires protrude from the drum periphery 
defined by the support elements (2) and are essentially continuously heated and co- 
operate with a Teflon-coating on the pressing belt (4). 

20. (New) An installation for processing flat objects (10) conveyed 
consecutively in a conveying direction, said installation comprising: 

a processing drum (1) being driven in rotation around an essentially horizontal 
axis (T) and comprising, arranged at a drum periphery, regularly alternating support 
elements (2) and tool elements (3) that extend axially and whose radial position is 
adjustable, 

a supply means for conveying the objects to an entry point (A) at the drum 

periphery, 

a removal means for conveying the objects away from an exit point (B) at the 
drum periphery, and 
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a pressing belt (4) running from a first deflection roller (50) to the entry point, 
and on the periphery of the processing drum to the exit point and to a second 
deflection roller, 

wherein a pressing belt exit section between the exit point and the second 
deflection roller constitutes a first part of the removal means by the second 
deflection roller being arranged at a distance from the drum periphery and adjoining 
a further part of the removal means and by the pressing belt exit section being 
arranged to be capable to support and convey the objects away from the exit point. 

21 . (New) The installation according to claim 20, wherein the entry point (A) 
is arranged in a lower area of the processing drum, and the exit point (B) in an upper 
area of the periphery of the processing drum (1 ), the pressing belt (4) forms the first 
part of the removal means, a further belt (43) is arranged to run between the 
periphery of the processing drum (1 ) and the pressing belt (4) and to run on the 
periphery of the processing drum (1 ) between the entry point (A) and the exit point 
(B), and wherein the further belt (43) is arranged, by way of another last deflection 
roller (44), after the exit point to form the last part of the supply means. 

22. (New) The installation according to claim 20, wherein the further belt (43) 
consists of a plurality of pitched parallel closed loop strings. 

23. (New) The installation according to claim 21 , wherein the support 
elements (2) and the tool elements (3) are interconnected with a control means such 
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that, by activating the control means, all support elements (2) and/or all tool 
elements (3) are simultaneously displaced radially. 

24. (New) The installation according to claim 20, wherein the support 
elements (2) have an axial extension and comprise a variable width at right angles to 
their axial extension. 

25. (New) The installation according to claim 20, wherein, for differing 
processes, the tool elements (3) are exchangeable. 

26. (New) The installation according to claim 20, wherein the installation also 
includes further supply means (11, 12) to supply a web of an auxiliary material such 
that the auxiliary material and the objects move along the drum periphery together. 

27. (New) The installation according to claim 26, wherein the tool elements 
(3) are equipped to at least partly separate the auxiliary material between the 
objects. 

28. (New) The installation according to claim 26, wherein the auxiliary 
material is a packing material (20) and the further supply means (11, 12) are 
designed such that the packing material (20) travels on both sides of the objects (10) 
on the processing drum (1). 
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29. (New) The installation according to claim 28, wherein the packing 
material (20) Is a weldable packaging foil and that the tool elements (3) comprise 
welding means. 

30. (New) The installation according to claim 29, wherein the tool elements 
(3) comprise welding wires extending in the direction of an axis of the processing 
drum (1 ), said welding wires protrude from the drum periphery defined by the 
support elements (2) and are essentially continuously heated and co-operate with a 
Teflon-coating on the pressing belt (4), 

31 . (New) The installation according to claim 20, wherein the installation is 
configured for packing printed products or small groups of printed products. 

32. (New) The installation according to claim 27, wherein the auxiliary 
material is a packing material (20) and the further supply means (11, 12) are 
designed such that the packing material (20) travels on both sides of the objects (10) 
on the processing drum (1). 

33. (New) The installation according to claim 32, wherein the packing 
material (20) is a weldable packaging foil and that the tool elements (3) comprise 
welding means. 

34. (New) The installation according to claim 33, wherein the tool elements 
(3) comprise welding wires extending in the direction of an axis of the processing 
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drum (1 ), said welding wires protrude from the drum periphery defined by the 
support elements (2) and are essentially continuously heated and co-operate with a 
Teflon-coating on the pressing belt (4). 

35. (New) An installation for processing flat objects (10) conveyed 
consecutively in a conveying direction, said installation comprising: 

a processing drum (1) being driven in rotation around an essentially horizontal 
axis (T) and comprising, arranged at a drum periphery, regularly alternating support 
elements (2) and tool elements (3) that extend axially and whose radial position is 
adjustable, 

a supply means for conveying the objects to an entry point (A) at the drum 

periphery, 

a removal means for conveying the objects away from an exit point (B) at the 
drum periphery, and 

a pressing belt (4) running from a first deflection roller (50) to the entry point, 
and on the periphery of the processing drum to the exit point and to a second 
deflection roller, 

wherein a pressing belt entry section between the first deflection roller and 
the entry point constitutes a last part of the supply means by the first deflection roller 
being arranged at a distance from the drum periphery and adjoining a further part of 
the supply means and by the pressing entry belt section being arranged to be 
capable to support and convey the objects to the entry point, and 

wherein a pressing belt exit section between the exit point and the second 
deflection roller constitutes a first part of the removal means by the second 
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deflection roller being arranged at a distance from the drum periphery and adjoining 
a further part of the removal means and by the pressing belt exit section being 
arranged to be capable to support and convey the objects away from the exit point. 

36. (New) The installation according to claim 35, wherein the support 
elements (2) and the tool elements (3) are interconnected with a control means such 
that, by activating the control means, all support elements (2) and/or all tool 
elements (3) are simultaneously displaced radially. 

37. (New) The installation according to claim 35, wherein the support 
elements (2) have an axial extension and comprise a variable width at right angles to 
their axial extension. 

38. (New) The installation according to claim 35, wherein the installation also 
includes further supply means (11, 12) to supply a web of an auxiliary material such 
that the auxiliary material and the objects move along the drum periphery together. 

39. (New) The installation according to claim 38, wherein the tool elements 
(3) are equipped to at least partly separate the auxiliary material between the 
objects. 

40. (New) The installation according to claim 38, wherein the auxiliary 
material is a packing material (20) and the further supply means (11, 12) are 
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designed such that the packing material (20) travels on both sides of the objects (10) 
on the processing drum (1). 

41 . (New) The installation according to claim 40, wherein the packing 
material (20) is a weldable packaging foil and that the tool elements (3) comprise 
welding means. 

42. (New) The installation according to claim 41, wherein the tool elements 
(3) comprise welding wires extending in the direction of an axis of the processing 
drum (1 ), said welding wires protrude from the drum periphery defined by the 
support elements (2) and are essentially continuously heated and co-operate with a 
Teflon-coating on the pressing belt (4). 

43. (New) The installation according to claim 35, wherein the installation is 
configured for packing printed products or small groups of printed products. 

44. (New) The installation according to claim 39, wherein the auxiliary 
material is a packing material (20) and the further supply means (11, 12) are 
designed such that the packing material (20) travels on both sides of the objects (10) 
on the processing drum (1). 

45. (New) The installation according to claim 44, wherein the packing 
material (20) is a weldable packaging foil and that the tool elements (3) comprise 
welding means. 
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46. (New) The installation according to claim 45, wherein the tool elements 
(3) comprise welding wires extending in the direction of an axis of the processing 
drum (1 ), said welding wires protrude from the drum periphery defined by the 
support elements (2) and are essentially continuously heated and co-operate with a 
Teflon-coating on the pressing belt (4). 



Page 14 of 20 



